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700 LIGHT | A THING 


These words occur in the account 
of one of the most significant of pro- 
phetic experiences recorded in the 
forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah. ‘lhe 
servant of the Lord is, at one and the 
same time, intensely conscious of his 
prophetic call and overwhelmed with 
the sense of failure. Even before he 
was born the hand of God had been 
laid upon him; his words had proved 
to be divinely inspired, cutting like a 
sword; he had been conscious of in- 
timate fellowship with the Lord whe 
had kept him close“. What more 
could the prophet need? 


But across this joyous conviction a 
dark shadow had fallen. The work 
of years seemed to be crumbling; the 
eager enthusiasm had beaten itself out 
in vain flutterings; exhausted and 
discouraged, the servant flings himself 
on God as the last resort for his jaded 
spirit. The picture stands out clear 
and terrible. The prophet’s anguish 
of soul comes down to us out of the 
distant centuries in a form which al- 
most’ makes one weep for him. Is 
there one of us, who has sought to 
serve the Master, who has not also 
had some experience to match this 
one? Does it not come closely home 
to many of usto-day? Is there some- 
thing in this situation which catches 
us just where we are? 


Why was it recordel? Not simply 
that we might shed a tear with this 
great soul in this inward struggle. It 
is for our instruction in righteousness 
„that the man of God may be com- 
plete, furnished completely unto every 
good work. So we read on and we 
discover how the prophet came 


through. The word of God to him 
was not what we might have expected. 


One of us would have been glad to 
remind him that there was another 
side to this dark picture, that there 
were some very definite results of his 
efforts, that not a few individuals had 
been converted through his preaching 
even if the masses had rejected bim, 
that, after all, results are with God 
and as long as he had faithfully 
preached he need not mind though 
one had sown and another might reap. 
Such consolation might have had 
value, bat it was a greater gift that 
was given. 

It is too light a thing that thou 
shouldest be my servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob............ I will also 
give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayst be my salvation unto 
the end of the earth”. Could any 
words lift the shadow more complete- 
ly? God's answer to his discouraged 
servant is to lead him out into a 
service larger than he had ever dreamed 
of. At the moment when failure 
stared him in the face the Holy Spirit 
gave him the supreme assurance by 
trusting him more largely than ever. 
He was not, then, a dismal failure; he 
was the most highly honoured servant 
on whom was laid the hardest task. 
What an answer. 


Like other ‘“‘sérvant passages’’ in 
the later chapters of Isaiah this clearly 
tinds its supreme fulfilment in the life 
of our Lord. In the twelfth chapter 
of John we have what may be a 
parallel experience. Christ stands 
upon the brink of the great collapse 
when His own people were to turn 
against Him, His disciples to forsake 
Him, one to betray Him, His most 
intimate friend to deny Him. Into 
the black darkness of Gethsemane and 
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on to the loneliness and horror of 
Calvary He is about to pass. Had 
He laboured in vain? Had He spent 
His strength for nought and vanity? 


I cannot doubt that He, who was 
in all points tempted like as we are, 
met that temptation and that it threat- 
ened to overwhelm even His great 
and trustful spirit. At that moment 
there came to Him the Greeks in 
whose search for Him He sees the 
promise of the universal recognition 
of God's love as revealed in the 
Suffering Servant and His only begot- 
ten Son. Ihe hour is come that the 
Son of Man should be glorified!’ 
How? By being trusted to be the 
world’s Kedeemer, to be my 
salvation unto the end of the earth’’. 
Yet this trust could only be carried by 
one who would bravely step forth to 
death itself. ‘Except a grain of wheat 
fail into the ground and die it abideth 
by iteelf alone; but if it die it beareth 
much fruit’’. The Saviour of the 
World met the temptation to despair 
and at that hour there was given, to 
strengthen Him, the sight of those 
Greeks, assuring Him of the trust 

Father had in Him. 

cours e and, fgith{ the faith 
which is the evidence of things not 
deen, He, our Lord, went forth into 
the dark, alone, yet not alone“ 


In so far as any of us to-day is 
facing a similar situation, have we 
not the right to take the prophetic 
experience and even that of Christ 
Himeelf as the word of God to us? 
Perhaps we have thought of our work 
too narrowly, perhaps we have not 
till now realized the nature of some of 
the demands it must make upon us, 
perhaps we needed just this experience 
that we might move into the new 
sphere where God will entrust to us 
something more difficult and more 
significant for the coming of His 
Kingdom in China. It is not for me 
to indicate where and how the change 
may come. Jhe word will be for 
each one a word in the ear’’, spoken 
by the Master Himself. But perhaps 
there is no greater need to-day than 
that we Listen, listen, listen“. 


That does not mean to sit idly by. 
True listening means attention; the 
divine Voice may come ia many ways 
and through many channels. ‘lo 
Christ Himself it came through human 


instruments— the Greeks—as well as 
by the Voice from heaven. Listening 
calls for an alert mind facing the facts 
and determined to know thein as 
thoroughly as we can and to weigh 
their significance. Listening means 
readiness to learn new things in un- 
expected ways, and perhaps from 
quarters we have hitherto been too 
prejudiced to learn from. Listening 
means an inward stillness, a mind at 
leisure from itself. 


“Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and 
stress, 

And let our ordéred lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 


Breathe through the pulses of 
desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
Let ente be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, 
wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm 


To euch listening there may come 
an amazing answer. The past that 
* ems, in some measure, disappointing, 


_may be irradiated by a heavenly light. 


What we have tried to do in the past 
may seem to be 00 light a thing 
The call of God ie, On and ever on. 
Grow old along with me 
The best is yet to be 
The last of life for which the first 
was made.” 
HT. H. 


Note: An address to missionaries given 
by Dr. Hodgkin in Shanghai, entitled, 
“The Proph-t and the Purpose of 
God“ ia being printed by the National 
Christian Council and will be ready 
about the same time us this Bull-tin. 
Price 5c a copy. T- thoughts in the 
above article form a part of this longer 
address. 


MESSAGE TO CHINESE 
CHRISTIANS* 


During recent months the National 
Christian Council has received many 
communications from Chinese Chris- 
tians in places where the church is 


Thie article is the substance of a 
message to Chinese Christians from the 
General Secretary of the National Christian 
Council which has been published in the 
China for Christ Bulletin. 


— — 


meeting with grave difficulties. Our 
friends have written to us especially 
from Szechwan, Chekiang, Kiangsi, 
Hupeh, and Hunan reporting the 
confiscation of church property, the 
occupation of church buildings, 
destruction of furniture, the beating 
and even the imprisonment of Chinese 
Christians, the parading of some 
through the streets and other infringe- 
ments of personal liberty which are 
indeed hard to bear, and the reports 


of which have drawn out our hearts 


in deep sympathy with them. The 
attention of people all over the world 
was drawn to the danger which 
China is facing today through the 
Nanking incident. In this outbreak 
both missionaries and Chinese Chrie- 
tiane were attacked, the latter also 
having had their goods looted, while 
others have been under arrest. A 
number of churches, schools, and 
hospital buildings have either been 
burned or taken for other purposes. 
Foreign miesionaries have been 
evacuated and the work of the Chinese 
Church is almost at a standstill. 
There have been similar happenings 
in Chinkiang, Kiangyin and other 
cities. 

Even in the city of Shanghai the 
churches outside the foreign settle- 
ment have not been able to do their 
usual work. As far as we know, the 
Baptist Church in Paoshan Road and 
ite echool buildings have been used by 
soldiers and the manse has been 
searched; the Presbyterian Church in 
Paotung Road has been occupied by 
the Postal Union; the Chiying Girls’ 
School has been used by labour unions 


and party organizations; the Yang- 


sheng Club of the Church of our 
Saviour in Tientung Road has been 
used by various bodies for meetings, 
etc.; the Door of Hope at Tungchi 
toad has been used by pickets; the 
Nantao Institute has been occupied by 
the 26th Division of the Army. ‘To 
sum up, the Shanghai Churches have 
experienced considerable inconveni— 
ence and difficulty in carrying on 
their work. 


These happenings have naturally 
caused much uneasiness in the minds 
of not a few of our Christians. They 
begin to question the true nature of 
the Nationalist movement, wondering 
whether it purposes the destruction of 
the Christian Church and how far co- 
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operation with it will be possible. We 
Chinese Christians, therefore, are in a 
position of no small difficulty. On 
the one hand it is perfectly clear to us 
that we cannot claim protection from 
the treaties and we are unwilling 
to invoke them in our aid. On the 
other hand no definite assurance of 
protection from the state has been 
given to us and the power of the 
authorities to extend such protection 
is open to question. Indeed we are 
between the devil and the deep sea. 
Men of weak faith in times like this 
are apt to show signs of wavering and 
backeliding. 


At a time like this we may oall 
ourselves to remember some of the 
fundamental aspects of our Chri-tian 
faith which are worthy of considera- 
tion and which, if followed, will lead 
toa fuller development of the Christian 
movement in this country. 


1. We must follow the truh. In the 
people’s movement it is for us to 
differentiate clearly between that 
which is good and that which is evil. 
The unhappy incidents of recent 
months must not unduly prejudice our 
minds so that we fail to cee what is 
hopeiul and good; but we must not 
make light of the wrongs and speak 
as if the revolution had no blemish. 
So far as the movement stands for 
truth and righteousness it is our duty 
to uphold it at all costs; so far as it 
ignores or opposes truth and right- 
eousness we cannot blindly follow but 
must take our own independent line. 
No reconstitution of China on ary 
other foundation than that of truth 
and righteousness will lead to 
success. On this basis there may be 
temporary failure and even divisions 
within the ranks, but in the end the 
movement thus founded will realize 


its aims and lead the nation from 


darkness to light, from turmoil to 
peace. Christianity stands for truth, 
and truth makes a nation great and 
‘prosperous. 

2. We must be patient. There are 
‘undoubtedly many trials to be faced 
but in the midst of them the attitude 
of the Christian must always be that 
of patient forbearance. Let us re- 
‘member that it is not only we Chris- 
tians who suffer in these days. Very 
many others are having their share of 
Suffering and so far as this bitterness 
must be endured for the securing of a 


beter China let us cheerfully suffer 
along with our fellow countrymen. 
We have to look at the situation as a 
whole and remember that the building 
of the New China cannot proceed 
without our paying a heavy price. 


3. We must manifest love. Right in 
the midst of these days of pe:secution 
our supreme opportunity is given to 
us. It is the opportunity to show as 
never before what Christian love 
really means. And this does not 
only apply to the time of pers ecu- 
tion. Days may come when the 
persecutors themselves are in danger. 
Times of great excitement often lead 
to reaction. Then it will be pecu- 
liarly necessary for us to remember 
that the part of a Christian is to 
forget and forgive the wrongs which 
have been done. What an opportunity 
to show the spirit of Christ! 


4. We must safeguard religious 
liberty. When China became a republic 
the right of religious liberty was 
incorporated in her new constitution. 
At the present time of military turmoil 
many of the suffer ngs of the church 
are inevitable and should not be 
regarded as a permanent breach of 
this principle. But as the affairs of 
the government become more settled 
Christians should join with those of 
other faiths in making sure that the 
principle of religious liberty is not 
only announced but adequately safe- 
guarded in the various depart ments of 
the state. 


5. We must strengthen the Christian 
fellowship. In this time of danger our 
need is to be drawn clcser than ever 
one to another in Christ. In sucha 
fellowship we shall be able to act 
together. The National Christian 
Council is very ready to serve as a 
medium whereby the churches in 
various |: calities can draw help from 
the experience of others as they have 
faced similar situations. Let us not 
forget, however, that our worst foes are 
within. Where there is dissension, 


jealousy, and strife w thin our forces, 
the danger from without is far more 


likely to overcome us. Let us then be 
patient one with another, thoughtful 
of others in all that wesay and do, that 
nothing may mar the harmony of our 
Christian group and that no opportu- 


= 


nity may be given for those outside to 


attack or deatroy the churches. 


6. We need to dzepen our personal 
spiritual life. This is the time when 
we should give ourselves to interces- 
sion and the study of the Word of 
God. We do not merely pray for 
deliverance from danger and harm but 
for spiritual power that will enable us 
to be faithful to Jesus Christ and to 
learn from the teachings of our Lord 
and His disciples their methods of 
meeting similar circumstances. We 
must realize that persecution of Chris- 
tians is not a new thing. From the 
day our Lord became flesh He was 
oppressed by the powerful and suffered 
exile. We all remember His words 
about the birds with nests, foxes with 
holes, but the Son of Man with no 
place to lay His head. From our 
Lord and His apostles down through 
the history of nearly two thousand 
years, Christians of all times, including 
Christians of our own country, have 
suffered for the sake of their faith. 
They are like a cloud of witnesses to 
encourage us. So we believe that our 
present experience should make our 
Bible study more inspiring and orr 


prayers more effective, because of the | 


situation in which we find ourselves. 
What better weapons can we have in 
fighting our spirit he? 
opposition can overwhe'm us if we’ 
are thus prepared to meet it? 


7. We must reaffirm our fai in 
Christ. In time of peace as well as in 
time of danger, we shou!d stand firm. 
How can we do it? The secret is a 
reverent faith in God, realizing He is 
changeless, He is reigning, He is con- 
trolling the universe. Today is the 
day of testing of the followers of 
Christ; those who endure to the end 
are the faithful ones. Of late, we 
hare almost forgotten what it means 
to bear the cross, what to experience 
Gethsemane, because it is rather 
popular to be a member of a Christian 
Church nowadays. It is in such times 
of popularity that our spiritual life 
declines so easily. So the present 
s‘orm we are facing is like the farmer 
sifting his wheat, the chaff will be 
blown away, only the grain remaining. 
The Church is passing through a 
period of purification which must be 
regarded as the greatest blessing that 
God can bestow upon His Church in 
China. We pray that all of us, fellow- 
Christians, will prove to be loyal and 
faithful disciples of God evidenced by 
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our faith in Him, our patient endur- 
ance of suffering and our love of our 
fellow men. 


MEETING THE PRESENT 
SITUATION 


1, Missionary Withdrawal 


Notwithstanding the general with. 
drawal of missionaries from their 
stations throughout China, there 
seems to be an unfaltering faith that 
as in times past, God will vindicate 
the faith of those that trust in Him, 
and that the future of the Christian 
Church in China will be a brighter 
one if the respective Mission Boards 
and their appointees can only discern 
the signs of the times and cooperate 
with the Chinese leaders of the 
Church in redeeming present day 
opportunities. 


In the Aner can Church Miasion 
the general policy is to send home 
the most of those whose furlough is 
due during 1927, 1928, and 1929. In 
Bishop Graves’ district, missionaries 
have been entirely withdrawn ex- 
ting in Shanghai. Schools and 
hospitals requiring their presence 
have veer closed. The smell out- 
stations continue function under 
their regular evangelists. In the 
Hankow District, all but four mis- 
sionaries have been permitted to 
leave, but no definite policy for 
the future has been determined. A 
skeleton organization of four, includ- 
ing Bishop Roots, is being maintained 
in Hankow. Boone University is 
continuing to carry on, though with 
some difficulty. In the District of 
Anking all foreigners have been with- 
drawn and a large proportion have 
returned to America. ‘Taking the 
American Church Mission as a whole 
it may be said that 89% of the usual 
western staff are out of their regular 
stations, and 38% have gone home. 


Concerning the Anglicans in the 
Ningpo area, Bishop Molony writes; 
„In the Chekiang C. M. S. mission, 
the Chinese workers are carrying on 
while we missionaries are in Shang- 
hai. Being so near we are able to see 
a good deal of our Chinese colleaguee 
and advise them, while Bishop Sing 
and other leaders are in Chekiang 


controlling the work. I think that 
recent events, in throwing more 
responsibility on the Chinese, are 
developing a very healthy spirit, and 
we propose to place funds at their 
disposal, and not to dismiss any 
workers who are loyal to their 
Christian duties; only our larger 
institutions are closed, but a number 
of our smaller schools are going on 
well.“ At the Church Missionary 
Society’s offices it was said that 
furloughs had been advanced one year 
for Chekiang missionaries. Foochow 
workers remain at their stations as 
do those in Canton and Hongkong, 
if within one day of the coast. Those 
in Szechwan have all been withdrawn, 
and all but four have returned to the 
home land. 


It is the policy of the American 
Baptista (North) to hold all mission- 
arie:, excepting those whose furlough 
is due, either in Shanghai or Swatow, 
subject to their return to their stations 
just so soon as the opportunity shall 
arise. In the case of West China 
missionaries, furloughs have ben 
advanced two years. 


The Baptist Church, South, has 


advanced furloughs to June 1928. 
Others are being held in Chefoo and 


Tsingtao, while five are remaining in 


Canton. In Kwangsi where the 
greatest obstacles have been encount- 
ered, some hospitals and schools have 
had to be closed, but elsewhere all 
work is functioning under Chinese 
leadership. In Canton over 2000 
boys are reported as being registered 
in their schools for this semester. 


The China Inland Mission must, of 
course, adapt its policy to conditions 
in many different provinces. All 
newcomers, however, have been re- 
tained in Shanghai where three 
homes or schools fcr the study of the 
Chinese language have been provided 
for them. Of those who were ordered 
to withdraw, those whose furloughs 
normally fall during 1928 and 1929 
are instructed to repair to their 
respective countries. Kweichow has 
not been fully evacuated though 
instructions have been forwarded. 
The attempt to comply has been 
marred by bandit attacke, murders 
and kidnappings. Kansu, Kiangsi, 
Chekiang, and Honan, are either 


entirely clear or are in process of 


complete withdrawal. In Chihli only 
two remain at their stations (not 
including Tientein), while four re- 
main in Szechwan. 


In the London Missiontry Society, 
out of a total of 124 (wives not 
included), forty-nine remain at work; 
thirty-three are numbered among the 
‘‘refugees”, only seven have returned 
home; six are sojourning in Japan, 
and the remaining twenty-nine are 
normally on furlough. No definite 
policy for the future can be fixed 
until the arrival of certain deputa- 
tions in August and October of this 
year. In the meantime, the conneo- 
tion of this Society with the United 
Church of Christ in China is such 
that in Central China the withdrawal 
of the missionaries will make little 
difference to the machinery of control. 
There are some of the L.M.S. mission- 
aries in Hankow. They report an 
increased sense of responsibility on 
the part of the Church leaders. 


Among the Lutheran bodies, Rev. 
J. A. O. Gotteberg of the Norwegian 
Missionary Society informs us that 
80% of the missionaries are being 
kept on to form a skeleton. staff to 
continue the work, and younger 
missionaries still engaged in the study 
of the language are being concentrated 
in Shanghai. The Lutheron United 
Mission (Hupeh and Honan) chair- 
man and secretary suggest that the 
Hunan conditions have necessitated 
complete withdrawal. A few leading 
workers remain in Shanghai and 
Hankow to keepin touch with the 
work. Primary and secondary 
schools have nearly all been closed. 
The Lutheran College, Hunan, is 
now being occupied by the Nation- 
aliets and the Government Higher 
Normal School is said to have been 
moved to this building. The Lutheran 
Middle School of the N. M. 8, 
Hunan is being med by the 
Nationalists asa granary. Although 
some resignations of Chinese workers 
have been received, a number are 
voluntarily assisting without salary. 
We trust the change may make 
for spiritual growth, initiative, more 
self-sacrifice’’ The Finnish Mission 
have concentrated all foreign workers 
in Shanghai. 


The Augustana Synod of the La- 
theran Church in the Hunan were- 
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also forced to evacuate 
of 54 missionaries, some of whom 
are subject to recall. This was made 
necessary because of economic reasons 
and also because of the enforced 
closing of their school for missiona- 
ries’ children. The work continues to 
function under Chinese insofar as 
possible, though higher school work is 
all closed ur.til the Fall of 1928. 


The Church of Sweden has retained 
one missionaries in Changsha, two in 
Shanghai, and three in Japan subject 
to recall. 


The Norwegian Lutheran Mission in 
Hupeh and Hunan have withdrawn 
all mssionaries. The majority has 
gone or is going home. Between twenty 
* thirty are staying on in Shang 

i. 


The Swedish Mission“ Society: All 
evacuated save one in Hankow, one in 
Shanghai, aud a few in Japan. 


The Covenant Mission of Hupeh re- 
‘tains a reserve staff in Shanghai. 


The Method: group has various 
policies. The United Church of 
Canada working in Szechwan reports 
that eighteen of their staff will 
remain in Shanghai, five are standing 
by in Szechwan, three families have 
been appointed to points in Korea to 
fill vacancies in medical work, and 
the rest have returned to Canada for 
early furlough se the expectation 
of returning to China on call. 


The Wesleyan Methodiets take it as 
their policy that insofar a possible 
all evacuees should be sent on to 
England, both for the sake of their 
own morale, and also to afford special 
opportunity for an extended con- 
ference with the Home Board for the 
consideration and development of a 
new policy of adaptation in relation- 
ship between mission and church. 
It will be remembered that their 
missionaries in the Kwangtung 
District were among the first to be 
called out nearly eighteen months 
ago. A_ skeleton staff has been 
maintained during this time, and the 
same policy is to he maintained as 
long as possible for Hunan and 
Hupeh. Three leaders continue in 
Hankow. The Wuchang School plant 
has been leased to the Government for 
educational purposes. 


49 out 


A skeleton staff is also the policy 
of the M thodist Episcopal Church, 
North, in the Kiangsi and Central 
China Conferences,though in the latter 
conference there are but two carrying 
on. In the Southern Conferences, 
Bishop W.E.Brown reports that the 
staff remaining is kept to the full 
quota permitted the church in view 
of the limited capacity of the boats 
reserved for forced evacuation. 
of these are concentrated in Foochow 
or near by. Furloughs have been 
advanced one year. In North China, 
so far as information is available, it 
would seem that all missionaries have 
been withdrawn to Peking, Tientsin, 
or Japan, ie those whose early 
furlough would soon be due have 
gone on to Amer ea Of the two 
Weet China Conferences, the Chung- 
king Conference missionaries have 
left with the exception of two who 
are temporarily appointed to work 
in Shanghai. In Chengtu Conference, 
two families and several single 
workers, numbering ten in all, are 
looking after the work according to 
their previous appointments, another 
family is allocated to work in 
Shanghai, and several others sre now 
held either in Peking, Tientsin or 
Japan. Taken asa whole, The Methodi« 
Episcopal Hoa d of Forcign Missions 
reports 826 missionaries in China 
normally, including wives, or 175 
exclusive thereof. Of these 175, there 
are now 106 in U.S. A. together with 
eight wives and families of others 
remaining in China. Thirty-nine re- 
main in their appointed stations. 
twenty-two are standing by in China 
in Shanghai or approved concentra- 
tion points, and eight others are in 
Korea or Japan. 


The Women's Foreign Missionary 
Society reports that normally they 
have 224 missionaries in China or on 
furlough. The Society plans to hold 
in China or in nearby places, at least 
for the present, all missionaries except 
those whose furlouch is due during 
1927 or early in 1928, or those who 
should go home for health reasons. 
Most of those who evacuate! West 
China during January and February 
were assigned to temporary work in 
North China stations not evacuated 
up to the present time. Those from 
Central China are are either remain- 
ing in Shanghai or going to Japan or 


All . 


Korea, where in many cases temporary 
work has been found for them. Out 
of a total of 168 missionaries in China 
on January Ist, 56, are still at their 
stations, 55 have gone home on 
furlough, and 57 are waiting in China 
or elsewhere, for the opportunity to 
to return to their work. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, is fortunate in having most of 
its work in eastern China, 80 is not so 


seriously at a disadvantage as are 


Others, Many of her missionaries are 
being held in Shanghai acourding to 
consular advice, and some furloughs 
have been granted, each case being 
decided on iis own merits. In every 
instance the work continues to 
function under the Chinese. Dr. W. 
B. Nance, ex-president of Soochow 
University, writes that in this 
institution the administration has 
been turned over to Chinese. The 
full policy is just now being formulated 
and official details are not yet 
available. To quote further, It is 
suggested that the primary schools be 


ediecontinued and that certain other 


schools which are either inefficient or 
dificult to maintain should be 
discontinued.” 5 


The Presbyterian Church, North, ia 
maintaining a reserve force for each of 
the eight missions which compose it. 
A considerable number of the evacuees 
have been concentrated in Korea or 
Japan. All of these have been placed 
under the jurisdiction of the Korea 
and the Japan Missions and most of 
them are already engaged in some 
mission service in those countries. 
All language students have been re- 
tained and organized for continuance 
of language study; one group in 
Syenchun, Korea, and another in 
Shanghai. Furloughs due during the 
year 1927, only, have been antedated. 


Out of a total staff of 537 including 
wives, 175 or 33% are in the United 
States; 87 or 16% are for the most 
part at work in neighboring lands, 
subject to recall; 86 or 16% are in 
their own stations, chiefly Peking, 
Shanghai, and Canton; the remaining 
189 or 35% are concentrated in port 
cities as refugees awaiting further 
disposition. In almost everyone of 
the 35 mission stations, a local 
organization of Chinese workers has 
been able to oarry on, except in the 


- 

} 
— 
| 
— — — — 


r t 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


larger institutional plants. which for 
the most part have been closed. 


The Presbyterian Church, South, 
has evacuated all missionaries whose 
furloughs fall due in 1927, and has 
concurred in the request of a number 
of recently appointed missionaries to 
return bome to take up other positions 
eo as to relieve their Board of 
unnecessary ealary expense. The 
latter will etill be available should 
the way open up for their return. A 
reserve force is being maintained 
in Shanghai of more experienced 
workers. The Board has been re- 
quested not to return furlough mis- 
tionaries this year. 


The United Christian Missionary 
Society reports through Mr. Edwin 
Merz as follows: We have appoint- 
ed a small executive committee of 
Chinese in each station. These will 
have entire contro! of local matters, 
such as direction of the work, distri- 
bution of funds, employ ment and dis- 
cont nuance of workers. However, 
these local committees will be respon- 
fible to our central executive com- 
mittee, which will fur the time being 
maintain an office in Shanghai. This 
‘Tra temporary arrangement to bridge 
the period of disorganization caused 
by disturbed political conditions. 
The Administrative Committee in 
Shanghai ie composed of six members, 
—three Chinese and three foreigners, 
although at present only two foreigners 
are here As to conditions on 
which missionaries should return to 
their stations, the following are im- 
portant: 1—'There must be law and 
order esfablished in the community 
to which they go. This is not because 
missionaries would be afraid to take 
risks; but because 1 see no moral 
value in missionaries placing them- 
selves in a situation where life and 
property are held lightly and where 
missionarics would by their example 
contribute to the impression that law- 
lestzness is a minor matter. 1 think 
that by insitting upon a reasonable 
degree of safety or else refusing to 
enter into the situation, the mission- 
aries may contribute to upbuilding a 
strong public sentiment that will 
support and demand pub ic safety. 
2—it should be unmistakeably clear 
that the missionaries are not forcing 
themselves upon the community to 
which they go. It is perhaps too 


much to expect that everybody would 
invite them, or even that all antagon- 
ism be removed. However, the idea 
which has been too assiduously pro- 
pagated and too widely believed, that 
missionaries have forced themselves 
upon the Chinese people and are pres- 
sing forward their program, contrary 
to Chinese dezires, must be overcome... 
J believe it can be overcome, and not 
only the Christian constituency but a 
fair portion of the Chinese public 
should be given an opportunity to 
learn that the missionaries have only 
an unselfish desire to help. If the 
missionaries are not too aggressive, I 
think the Chinese will fa rly recognize 
their good motives and extend «a 
friendly welcome, or at least acquiesce 
in their program. When that time 
comes, expressions of that attitade 
could probably be secured not only 
from Christian groups, but from news- 
papers, chambers of commerce, student 
bodies, officials and such reprerenta- 
tive sources of public opinion. Until 
such expressions as these can be 
secured in unequivocal form, I think 
the missionaries had bet er restran 
their good offices.’’ 


The China Mission of the Evangelical 
Church of both the Kast and the West 
Hunan and Kweichow Missions has 
evacuated all missionaries, detaining 
only four members of the governing 
Board, the Council of Review and 
Reference, who will have full charge 
on the field. 


The North China Afission of the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
th: Congregational Church. 


Early in April the American Board 
cabled for this Mission to advance 
furloughs one year, and advised with- 
drawal to Japan or Korea. April 
13th, in Tientein, of a group of 32, 
(in which stations in three provinces, 
not including Peking, were represent- 
ed,) thirty united in issuing a state- 
ment giving their reasons for a policy 
of withdrawal. Thestatement reviews 
the consistent policy of the past tifteen 
years in traneferring mission functions 
to Chinese leadership and in concur- 
ring w th the Chinese in their national 
aspirations and their attitude against 
unequal treaties, foreign military 
protection of nationals or property, 
military intervention, etc. (cables to 
this effect having been adopted by 


106 out of a possible total of 114 
American citizens), and gives as one 
reason for temporary withdrawal, the 
possibility that their presence might 
provoke incidents which would lead 
to mil:tary intervention or endanger 
the lives of Chinese associates and the 
interests of the church. Moreover, 
Chinese leaders of experience were 
qualified to take over responsibilities, 
and withdrawal would have a positive 
value in accomplishing this end. The 
group of thirty deprecated remaining 
in ports under foreign military protec- 
tion, and recommended withdrawal to 
Korea to await developments, if 
approved by the Council, adding;— 
“We express our willingness to return 
and share with our Chinese oo- workers 
the joys and hardships of the period 
of reconstruction, but we at present 
strongly feel that the work of foreign 
missionaries in China will in its largest. 
implications be futile until we are 
freed from the incubus of exiralily 
and the toleration clauses in the 
treaties.” The following week the 
Council, composed half of Chinese and 
half of foreigners, voted that in order 
to avoid church and international 
complications, the Council recognizes 
that foreign missionaries may tem por- 
arily leave their work or leave China. 
But if the individual missionary does 
not wish to leave and obtains the 
consent of the local association, he 
may be free to remain,“ The official 
mission mweting, held a little later, 
did not endorse the policy of the group 
of thirty of complete withdrawal, at 
least not at this time, as work in 
Chihli Provinoe is as yet undi-turbed, 
and some Shansi missionaries felt that. 
they could work on without danger of 
international complications. Moreover, 
there, work is less developed and 
Chinese associates earnestly requested 
them to remain. There is at leist one 
foreign missionary in each station, but 
the work in schools, hospitals, and 
churches has been completely de- 
volved,” and there is progress in co- 
operation, as all distinctions between 
Chinese and foreign workers have been 
dropped. The Chinese leaders in all 
stations expressed an earnest desire 
that the missionaries continue their 


work with a gradual decrease both in 


personnel and funds, except as new 
work might be undertaken. No. 
missionary will return to his station 
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unless invited to do so by the bodies 
now in charge of the work, but the 
indications are that most of them will 
be invited to resume work as soon as 
conditions are favorable. The state- 
ment mentioned closes with the words; 
— With confidence in our Chinese 
associates growing out of our years of 
fellowship in Christian labor with 
them, we believe that it is even more 
than in the past, the duty and privilege 
of the American Board and the Con- 
gregational churches to continue 
sympathy, prayer, and financial and 
other assistance to the churches in 
China, regardless of whether there are 
American representatives associated 
in the administration or not. This 
will be of high value in demonstrating 
that our Christian thinking and love 
have transcended the barriers of race 
and nationality in our common de vo- 
tion to Christ and His church in al! 
the world.“ 


The Rev. K. W. Burt of the English 
Baptist Mission, Shantung, writes:— 
“All our mivsion are at the coast by 
coynsular advice, but there is no 
trouble in the North, except the heavy 
taxation and bandit horrors, from 
both of which this people have suffered 
for years. Our work goes on peace 
fully under our Chinese colleagues. 
They would gladly welcome us back, 
Perhaps it ia better for the work itself 
that we are standing aside for awhile. 
We keep in touch by correspondence 
and by visits of leaders to the coast... 
About half our staff are in England 
or on the way there. ‘The rest we 
retain for the present, hoping we may 
be allowed back by the autumn.“ 


In the Young Men’s Christian 42 
sociation there are normally about 
fifteen at home om furlough. To 
these should be added three whose 
furlough has been slightly antedated. 
Seventeen are remaining at their posts 
in the interior, and one other has been 
transferred from Chungking to Tsing- 
tao, and one from Nanchang to 
Hankow. The families of a number 
of these have gone on home. Iwo 
have withdrawn to Manila or Japan, 
five have joined the refugees. There 
has also been no change among the 


ten foreign secretares located in 
Shanghai. 


It is especially difficult to attempt a 
summary The following estimates 


are made by those in charge of the 
postoffice of the Missionary Service 
Bureau. In round numbers there are 
normally 8000 missionaries in China, 
of whom approximately 8000 still 
remain. Normally, the number of 
missionaries resident in Shanghai 
does not exceed 700, while at the 
present time there are nearly 1500. 


In conclusion we should say that 
Our interviews with these denomi- 
national leaders reveal them to be 
practically unanimous in expressions 
of love and sympathy and confidence 
in their Chinese constituency in the 
present crisis, notwithstanding the 
necessity of withdrawal, in some cases 
uuder extremely tragic circumstances. 


L. F. H. 


2. Educational Work 


The following information in regard 
to educational work carried on by the 
churches is admittedly incomplete, 
but it may be of value to readers of 
the Bulletin to have such information 
as is at the present time available. 


Colleges and Universities 


Shantung Christian College is open 
with Chinese staff carrying on work 
with a rather limited number of stu- 
dente. Those in control are consider- 
ing reorganization at the present time, 
but the school is not now registered. 

Yenching University (Peking) is 
running as usual. It is registered 
with the Northern Government. 

Peking Union Medical College is 
carrying on normally, and is registered 
with the Northern Government. 


Yale-in-China, including both the 


college and the Medical School, is 


closed. 


The Lutheran Colleg: in Hunan is 
closed. 


The Central China University, al- 
though located in the heart of the 
district under the domination of the 
more radical section of the Southern 
Government, is still carrying on. 
That the University has been able to 
hold together without any serious 
interference with regular work, is due 
to the efforts of two men, especially, 
Bishop Roots and Dr. Francis Wei. 
The school has been entirely re- 
organized and is now conforming in 


every way to government regulations. 
It is not, however, registered, due to 
the instability of the local situation. 
As soon as conditious in the Wuhan 
district permit, the school is ready to 
apply for registration. 


Ginling College work was interrupted 
by the Nanking upheaval and regular 
college work has not been possible 
since March 24th. A group of Chinese 
faculty and students have remained 
at the College and as soon as the 
political and military situation al- 
lowed, some class work was resumed 
and although the student group has 
grown smaller there is still some work 
going on. The spirit in the group 
hase been and is thoroughly loyal and 
gives the best hope that Ginling will 
continue. Plans are being worked 
out for a possible summer session to 
make up work and also for a minimum 
program of work for the year 1927- 
1928. No definite announcement can 
be made in regard to rezi-tration but 
the College is considering ways and 
means of meeting requirements as set 
forth in Government regulations. 


The University of Nanking in its 
College of Arts and Science and the 
College of Agriculture and Forestry is 
carrying on normal work but with 
about a third less students Om) 
The Middle School and the Model 
School were temporarily closed, but 
were reopened with about two hundred 
students. The University Hospital has 
been taken over by the military 
authorities. The College of Agricul- 
ture and Forestry has been registered 
in the Ministry of Education at Peking 
since 1921. The University now has 
a Board of Managers, of which the 
majority membership is Chinese. The 
chairman of the lKxecutive-Finance 
Committee of the Board of Managers 
is Chinese. The Administrative Com- 
mittees of the various units of the 
University are made up wholly of 
Chinese. All classes in Religious 
Education and all religious exercises 
have been on a voluntary basis since 
the beginning of the present year. 
Thus the University has practically 
met all the present requirements of 
the Nationali-t Government. 


Soochow University is carrying on 
under the Chinese staff. Foreign 
teachers who attempted to return t 
Soochow recently, were forced to come 
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back to Shanghai, after encountering 
some difficulties. 


Hangchow Christian College is also 
carrying on under its Chinese vice- 
president. Neither Soochow Univer- 


sity nor Hangchow College is regis- 
tered. 


Shanghai Baptist College is still open. 
Some local labor disturbances have 
made the foreign staff wary about 
moving back into their homes, but 
they are conducting their classes at 
the College and living in Shanghai. 


St. John’s University is definitely 
closed until September 1928. 


Fukien Christian College continues 
to hold about two-thirds of its former 
enrolment and most of the foreiga 
sta f are still at work. 


Lingnan University (Canton Chris- 
tian lege), according to the last 
definite report, was closed. The Pres- 
ident said recently that the College 
had not yet settled the internal 
difficulties so as to enable them to 
reopen. A later report eaid the 
College had opened, but thie has not 
been verifcd They are hoping, at 
any rate, to be able to reopen for this 
term. Lingnan University is regis- 
tered with the Southern Government. 
Their diPiculiics do not grow out of 


ten tration but are caused by the 
loca! labor unions. 


West China Union University in 
Chengtu is carrying on with about 
two-thirds of its former enrolment of 
students and a very limited foreign 
staff. They have reorganized to meet 
entirely the government regulations 
and are planning for registration with 
the Government of Szechwan. 


It will ba seen then that of the 
institutions of higher rank, three are 
closed and a fourth has been closed 
and may be still. Four are running 
with partial enrolments: four are 
staffed by Chinese only, while a fifth 
has only a few foreign teachers left. 
Three are carrying on much as in 
more settled times. Two institutions 
are registered with the Northern Gov- 
ernment, One with the Southern, and 
two are practically ready to register, 
waiting only an opportune time. 


Middle Schools 


As far as the middle schools are 
concerned—in Hunan and Hupeh 


practically no mis ion schoole at all 
are open. West of that, in Szechwan, 
there are very few schools which have 
closed. All are running under Chi- 
nese administration. In Szechwan, 
though by no means a majority of the 
schools are registered, still a large 
number have done so. That registra- 
tion, of course, is with the Szechwan 
Government, which really is indepen- 
dent. In the eastern provinces only a 
very few of the schools have registered 
or eren attempted to register. A large 
number have reorganized in prepara- 
tion for registration when the lou 
conditions permit. Probably a ma- 
jority are still open, conditions vary- 
ing, of couree, from up north where 
things are going fiirly well, to Anhwei 
and Honan where many more schools 
have had to close In the south, most 
of the echools are running fairly well. 


3. The Emergency Schoo! of 
Chinese Studies 


Referen e was made in the March 
number of the Bulletin to the organiza- 
tion of a school of studies for mission- 
aries desirous of pursuing such work 
during their enforced stay in Shang- 
hai. As a result of the Nanking 
incident and subsequent events, the 
language school at Nanking has closed 
and that at Peking is closing at the 
end of this month. The Emergency 
School of Chine Studies has therefore 
not only continued most of the courses 
referred to in the March Bulletin, but 
has also arranged for first year classes 
in the Peking and Nanking dialects, 
which are being conducted at the 
International Institute, with about 
twenty-five students in attendance. 
A similar school is being conducted at 
Ningkuo Road with some fifty or sixty 
students in attendance, and provision 
has been made independently for the 
instruction of about twentyfive stud- 
ents in the Wu dialect. In all, the 
School is in touch with, and endeavor- 
ing to render some service to, more 
than one hundred first and second 
year language students, although it 
makes direct provision for the instruc- 
tion of less than one quarter the total 
number. 


Plans are being made for a summer 
session of ten weeks, June 27—Sept. 2 
inclusive, with from-twenty to thirty 
hours a week of class work in Chinese 


literature, philosophy, recent political 
developments and religious thought 
movements, in addition to the 
introductory language classes. It is 
estimated that there are upwards of 
500 refugee missionaries in Shanghai 
with little or no regular employment, 
and the School is making this effort 
to enable them to redeem the time of 
waiting. The committee in charge 
has been fortunate in securing the 
assistance of Mr. Pettus of Peking in 
enlarging the service the School is 
rendering in this direction. 


J. E. M. 


4. Missionary Service Bureau 


The Missionary Service Bureau, as 
its name indicates, was organized to 
offer as:istance to out-of-town mis- 
sionaries who are passing through or 
who have come to take up their tem- 
porary residences in Shanghai. One 
of ite prine:pal tasks has been to keep 
as complete and up-to-date a registry 
as possible of such missionaries. This 
has been most helpful in enabling 
people and organizations to keep in 
touch with one another. 


The Bureau has also listed and 
investigated boarding houses, roome, 
apartments and houses, and has tried 
to be of assistance in recommending 
such accommodations to missionaries 
who have made inquiries. Thisservice 
was of epecial importance when 
missionaries were being brought to 
Shanghai in large numbers under 
consu'ar orders or becuse of disturbed 
local conditions. At this time the 
Service Bureau cooperated with the 
American Women's Club, and the 
churches in securing and furnishing 
temporary quarters for those who 
could not be taken care of in the 
ordinary Way. 


During this period of extraordinary 
influx into Shanghai, the Bureau saw 
that each incoming steamer was met 
by several local men who took charge 
of those who had no one elee to look 
after them, brought them to central 
places to be taken care of until quar- 
ters could be found for them, helped 
in looking after their luggage, and, in 
other ways made themselves generally 
useful. 


4 


Apart from the work of the Bureau 
a great deal of similar work was under- 
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taken by the British Women's Associa- 
tion which got to work before the 
Missionary Service was organized. 
This work included the meeting of 
steamers, the arrangements for lodg- 
ings, making a plan with the Astor 
House Hotel for special accommoda- 
tions at reduced rates for missionaries, 
and other much valued work. The 
Conference of. British Missionary 
Societies forwarded recently a letter 
to the British Women’s Association, 
expressing the great gratitude of 
British Missionary Societies for the 
work done by them. 


The Missionary Service Bureau has 
also served as an information bureau, 
and has tried to assist in every possible 
way, those missionaries who have 
wished to make use of it. 


A most appreciated service in this 
connection has been the handling of 
the missionary mail. There ix na 
doubt that the work done in this office 
has very greatly expedited the sorting 
and delivery of mail to missionaries 
in Shanghai. Dr. Fred Tooker has 
had charge of the general information 
office of the Service Bureau, with Miss 
Rosabel Stewart and others as assis- 
tants. The postal service is in charge 
of Mr. C. L. Boynton, who has a corps 
of volunteers helping. 


5. Visitation of the Churches 


For some time past the Executive 
Committee of the Nationa! Christian 
Council has been seeking to secure the 
help of some Chinese leaders of stand- 
ing in their various churches who 
might be called to a special service of 
comfort and spiritual strengthening 
in the churches, especially where 
these have been ex posed to persecution 
and have been facing unusual difficul- 
ties. Some of those who have been 
called to this service have been unable 
to continue at their posts on account 
of local conditions. Others have been 
liberated for a special period by the 
organizations with which they are 
connected. 


The purposes of this visitation have 
heen expressed in a letter from the 
General Secretary on behali of the 
Executive Committee, addressed to 
the churches, to be delivered by hand 
through the visitors who, it is expect- 
ed, will go singly or two by two, con- 
centrating their work not chiefly on 


the largest centers, but on smaller 
ones. The translation of this letter is 
given below. It ix expected that these 
visits will first be paid in the provinces 
that are under the more moderate 
regime. If the way opens to extend 
this service to other provinces the 
Council is eager to seize the opportu- 
nity. As far as possible there has 
been consultation with the responsible 
leaders of churches and missions in 
regard to this service. Any who 
feel that work along these lines may 
be helpful in areas of which they have 
special knowledge are asked to write 
to the (ieneral Secretary in recard to 
the matter. 


It is toped that this service will 
mean notonly aspiritual strengthening 
to the churches but that it will alee 
give them the opportunity of consulta 
tion with Christians of sympathy 
and wisdom and o help them toward« 
the solution of problems that are 
pressing upon them at the present 
time. At the same time it ix being 
made perfectly clear that  polical 
questions lie altogether outside the 
purpose of this visit. The hope ie that 
they will aleo be able to study the 
local situation and that the reports 
which they bring back will be of value 
both to the Council and to the authori- 
ties in the various churches and mis- 
sions concerned. 


It is not possible to give a full list 
of the workers undertaking this service 
but the following, at any rate, are 
expected to join in it: Rev. H-ian Moh 
Kwang, Wr. S. 5. Ding, Rev. Chang 
Pang, Rev. C. K Lee, Rev. Nga Nien 
Shan, Rev. I. C. Bau, Rev. Hsia Te 
Shu, and Rev. Li Yao-tung. 


6. Conference on Christianizing 
Economic Relations 


For some time the Nationa! Christian 
Council Committee on Christianizing 
Economie Relations has been looking 
forward to a national conference con- 
cerning itself with industrial problems. 
Tne idea has of course received an 
added impetus by current movements 
which have recently brought economic 
and industrial subjects into the fore- 
ground of the thinking of thousands 
to whom they were formerly matters 
of little concern. Dissatisfaction now 
is going far beyond problems of ad- 
justment of hours, wages, etc. to a 


fundamental questioning of the social 
order. Froposals for new systems are 
being pushed with fervor, and are being 
received with enthusiasm on the part of 
some and with bewilderment by others. 
The Church in China has been trying 
to meet this situation but the needs of 
the time demand of us clearer think- 
ing and a new formulation of our 
aims and methods. Meetings held 
under the Council in the last few 
monthe have emphasized again the 
need for a national economic conference 
which might gather together Christian 
leaders for a thorough consideration of 
our responsibility and how to meet it. 


In view of this, a conference is being 
planned for August 15th to 28th to 
meetin Shanghai. Delegates will be 
appointed by the union industrial 
committees existing in many local 
Centers, this group to be supplemented 
by the addition of others who have a 
keen interest in economic problems. 
The theme, Christianizing Economic 
Relations, will, in accordance with 
the Call to the Christian Church issued 
by the last annual meeting of the 
National Christian Council, endeavor 
to fod the mind of Christ in regard 


to economic relationships and 4. 


relate itself to the every day problems 
of each one of us, as wel! as to business, 
large and small scale industry, and 
the economic aspects of rural life. In 
order that the discussion may be based 
on a foundation of fact, delegates will 
be asked to make preparation by a 
study of definite aspects in their own 
communities, of questions of working 
conditions, lack of work, workers’ 
education, the labour movement, re- 
cent tendencies in social thinking, 
rural economics, and construetive 
efforts to meet the need. In addition 
to this, special workers will give full 
time to a study of current develop- 
ments in certain sections. 

In the light of the information thus 
gained, it is anticipated that the con- 
ference may consider the following 
questions: 

1. What are the issues’ 


2. What is the Christian positio 
on these issues? 


3. What immediate steps are pract- 
icable? 


It is possible also that the conference 
may wish to formulate a simple social 
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creed for circulation and discussion 
throughout the country. 


Mr. Kagawa, cutstanding Christian 
social worker of Japan, has been invi- 
ted, and it is expected that Mr. Gideon 
Chen, who resumes his work with the 
Council this fall after two year’s study 
abroad, will return for the conference. 


THE EXECUTIVE OCMMITTEE 


Since the last issue of the Bulletin 
was prepared for the press the Exec- 
ative Committee has held four meet- 
ings, on April 1, 19, and 26, and 
Nay 18. 


At the meeting on the Ist of April 
the action of the Standing Committee 
of British Missionary Societies and of 
the Committee of Reference and Coun- 
sel in America was reported making 
clear the fact that the plan for deputa- 
tions to England and America was not 
acceptable at the present time. Two 
mem bers of the Council. Mr. Sheppard 
and Dr. Maxwell, also attended the 
bKxecutive Committee on behalf of a 
„mall group of missionaries who had 
raised some objections to the proposal. 


ax the action of the com- 


mittee on February Ilth in regard to 
the deputat ions made the plans de- 
pendent upon cooperation by the 
organizations in Britain and America 
it was voted to cancel the arrangements 
which had been tentatively made, 
Under present circumstances, with so 
large a number of missionaries at 
home on furlough and with some 
leading Chinese Christians available 
for work in England and America, 
there is good reason to hope that the 
general situation may be interpreted 
to the churches in the sending coun- 
tries faithfully and from various points 
of view. 


The Executive discussed the need 
for prayer and fellowship at the 
present time and the secretaries have 
made arrangements for a meeting for 
prayer which was at first held three 
times a week and is now held weekly, 
attended by Chinese Christian leaders 
and missionaries. 


The Executive Committee gave con- 
sideration on the 19th of April to a 
letter signed by thirty-two missionaries 
in which certain objections to the 
work of the National Christian Coun- 


cil were stated. It was decided thata 
statement of the Council’s work during 
the last five years dealing with its 
main purpose and showing how it had 
striven to fulfil the same should be 
issued for general use and that this 
pamphlet when completed should be 
sent to the signatories of this statement 
with a suitable covering letter. 


It was decided on the 19th of April 
that the annual meeting which had 
been proposed for May 12-19 should 
be postponed, probably until the 
autumn, it being clear that no ade- 
quate representation, especially of 
Chinese members, could be secured. 
In the present unsettled conditions 
many members feel it necessary to 
remain at their work. 


The proposals for the agenda of the 
Jerusalem Meeting of the Internationa! 
Missionary Council have been received 
in shanghai. The Executive Com- 
mittee, real ting the extreme difficulty 
of adequate preparation in China for 
the discussion of these important 
topics and the difficulty of insuring a 
proper representation from China 
within a year from now, decided to 
send a cabie to Dr. Mott in the follow- 
ing terms: Abnormal conditions 
render Chinese contribution to Jeru- 
salern Meeting inadequate and repre 
sentation problematical’’. 


The Executive has received and 
replied to various meresages rome of 
which are reproduced in this issue of 
the Bulletin. The Executive is re- 
minded in this way of the many 
Christian people in all parts of the 
world who are thinking of China at 
the present time and who are eager to 
show their sympathy for the Christian 
Church at this time of peculiar 
stress. 


Two resignations on account of 
furlough were accepted by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, namely those of 
Dr. McMullen and Dr. Miner. The 
former has also been chairman of the 
standing committee on Evangelism. 
Living near Shanghai and frequently 
coming up for committees he has been 
a most valuable member of the com- 
mittee and will be missed in many 
ways. The Executive has nominated 
Rev. Lacy Moffett, also of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Mission, to take his 
place. Dr. Miner’s place is being 
taken by nomination of the group to 


— 


— 


which she lelongs, of Miss Chien 
Chung-hui of Peking. 


One or two of the co-operating 
groups having drawn attention to the 
fuct that the constitution of the 
Council is not thoroughly representa- 
tive, considerable study of this prob- 
lem has been undertaken by the 
staff and the Executive Committee 
decided that further study should take 
place. The difficulties connected with 
any reconstruction of the Council are 
far greater than would be supposed by 
those who give only « casual con- 
sideration to the problem. The Ex- 
ecutive ia very much alive to the fact 
that the conatitution of the Council is 
defective in this respect, but it also 
realizes that there difficulties are in 


the main due to the transitional state 


of the church and the fact that few of 
the organizations which cooperate in 
carrying on the work of the Council 
are # organized as to be able to be 
effective units in a fully representative 
scheme. No agreement has yet been 
reached by the Executive as to 
whether to make any proposals on this 
question for the next meeting of the 
Council. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Greetings from the National 
Christian Council of Japan 


On the 26th of Abril the following 
letter was received from the National 
Christian Council of Japan containing 
their greetings to the National Chris- 
tian Council of China and through 
them to the Christ.an community in 
this country. We greatly welcome 
this expression of brotherly feeling on 
the part of our friends in Japan. The 
letter was sent in both Chinese and 
English and the Chinese copy is being 
duly circulated through the Chinese 
Bulletin. 


Tokyo, April 14, 1927 
The National Christian Council of 
China, 
The Missions Building, 
23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, 
Shanghai, China. 


Dear Colleagues in Christ:— 


Through the National Christian 
Council of China we send heart-felt 


a 


| 
| 
( 
1 


— 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 11 


greetings to our brothers and sisters 
in China, of every land and race. 


Since your nation stepped into the 
ranks of the world’s republics you 
have passed through a varied ex- 
perience beth in your internal politics 
and in your diplomatic relations. 
Especially have the events which 
recently have taken place at Hankow, 
Shanghai, Nanking, Peking and other 
places thrown China's relations with 
foreign nations into a crisis. 

In all these experiences you have 
had and continue to have our sincerest 
sympathy. We, yoor fellow-Christians 
here in Japan, are following events in 
China with an interest and sympathy 


that springs from understanding 
hearts. 
Should the fveundations of the 


Christian Movement in China, which 
have been laid through the sacrifice 
and earnest work of many faithful 
Christians, be seriously disturbed by 
these events, it would cause us 
unspeakable sorrow. 


We learn that both among the 
Chinese Christians and foreign workers 
there are those who have laid down 
their lives for the cause of Christ. 
Most earnestiy do we pray that God's 
Spec al help may, at thie time, be 
upon your nation and the Christian 
Movement. 


Here, in Japan, since the ban 
against Christianity was removed in 
the early Meiji Era, the opportunity 
for the spread of the Christian faith 
has continued to enlarge, bringing us 
to our present place in the life of the 
nation. In the light of our experience 
we sincerely believe that your present 
situation is paving the way for long 
years of growth and development of 
Kingdom interests in your land. 


The proverb cays ‘Tribulations wil! 
turn you intoa jewel’’. We believe 
that your present national sufferings 
are but the birthpangs of a new birth. 


We are confident that you will 
stand fast in the faith and fulfil your 
heavy responsibility of guiding the 
destiny of your nation in this critical 
hour. 


The Executive Committee of the 
Japan National Christian Council, at 
its forty-fifth meeting held at its 
headquarters in Tokyo, passed a 


resolution of greeting, sympathy and 
goodwill, earnestly praying that the 
grace of God the Father, the love of 
Christ, His Son, and the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit may abide in richest 
measure upon the entire Christian 
constituency of China. 


Yours in the Bonds of Brotherhood, 


Kajinosuke Ibuka, Chairman, 
K. Miyazaki, 


William Axling, Secretaries. 


Resolution by Administrative Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council 
of Churches 


The Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America has on several 
occasions expressed the interest of the 
churches as a whole in China's larger 
probleme and interesta. The most 
recent action was taken by the 
Administrative Committee at ite es 
“ion on February 25, 1927, and is as 
follows: 


“The Administrative Committee of 
the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America desires, at this 
time of anxiety and turmoil in China, 
once more to call attention to the 
momentous character of the situation 
that has been developing in that land, 
and to urge that the United Btates, in 
keeping with her historic policy, 
make justice and friendship para- 
mount in all her dealings with China. 


“We desire to express profound 
sympathy with the Chinese people in 
their struggle for an independent and 
sovereign government and in their 
demands that ‘unequal 
‘tariff domination,’ “extraterritoriality’ 
and ‘concessions’ shall be equitably 
ended. 


We believe that the United States 
should seek to help China in every 
practicable way to meet her terrific 
economic, industrial, intellectual, 
social, moral and religious problems. 


We heartily support the expressed 
purpose of our Government to under- 
take negotiations of new treaties 
based on principles of equality and 
reciprocity. 


We believe that an attitude of true 
friendliness toward China must include 
thorough respect for the Chinese 
people and a desire to help China to a 
position of genuine freedom and equal- 


treaties,’ 


ity in the family of nations, with 
attendant responsibilities and with full 


recognition of reciproca! religious 
liberty. 


This Commitee earnestly hopes 
that our nation will as promptly as 
possible approach China, to the end 
that practical program may be worked 
out together, by which to secure these 
and other needed changes in the rela- 
tions of our two nations. 


Christians Abroad and the Chinese 
Church 


On the 3lst of March the London 
Missionary Society forwarded to the 
National Christian Council the follow- 
ing cable: 


Congregational Union Council Sends 
Brotherly Greetings Chinese Church 
Through This Society London Mia- 
tionary Society Meeting Southend 
Desires Express Christian Goodwill! 
Pasa Hodgkin Bitton. 


This evidence of interest on the 
part of the Congregational Union 
and the London Missionary Society 
in the progress of the Christian 
Church at this difficalt time is much. 
appreciated. Doubtless there ~ are 
many in England, the Continent of 
Europe, and America who are think- 
ing much of the Chinese Church 
during this critical period in its life. 

A cable was received early in Apri! 
informing us that the thirteenth of 
April was being observed as a Day 
of Prayer for China throughout the 
Church of America. No word has 
yet come by mail as to the way in 
which this observance was oarried 
out and the extent of response to 
this call, but in this way, as in the 
letter from the Federal Council pub- 
lished in this issue of the Bulletin, 
we are afresh reminded of the deep 
concern of Christians in America on 


account of the present developments 
in China. 


Message from F. O. R. 


The General Committee of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation has cabled 
the following message to the Secreta- 
ries of the National Christian Council 
for China at Shanghai: — 


We, the General Committee of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, send 
greetings to you, our fellow Christians 
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tizgns, we shall support only such 
policy as seeks to do justice to China, 
and to settle all outstanding difficulties 
by negotiation, believing that foreign- 
ers in Shanghai to-day could, in case 
of extreme need, be effectively safe- 
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in China, in this time of trial. We 
long to see the Chinese people united 
in a free commonwealth, taking their 
rightful place in the family of nations; 
we acknowledge the injustice and 
wrong in much of the past policies of 
our own country and of others in re- 
lation to China, but are convinced that 
the British Government and people 
now sincerely desire peace and friend- 
ship with her. 

In loyalty t» Christ our Lord, the 
Prince of Peace, lies our only hope of 
jastice between nations, or of real 
unity within a nation; the tragic 
experience of centuries of western 
history proves the futility of the 
appeal to armed force, whether it be 
mob violence or military action, even 
in defence of the most sacred rights; 
it shows that war, by preventing 
understanding even among men of 
goodwill, obscures the way of right- 
ecusneéss. 

While we cannot assess the moral 
responsibility for recent unhappy in- 
cidentg, we deplore the loss of Chinese 
lives @rough British action, and we 
are using all our influence to prevent 
a recurrence of such events. As 


guarded by their evacuation and 
indemnification by their governments, 
until such time as the present danger 
to life and property shall have dis- 
appeared. 

We appeal both to your statesmen 
and to ours to meet in this spirit, for 
we are confident that they will thus 
promote the welfare of their respective 
countries, and good-will among the 
nations. Peace-makers who sow in 
peace reap righteousness.’’ 

We commend you to the guidance 
and protection of Him who can keep 
us from stumbling. 


Dr. Endicott’s Letter 


Shanghai, 
April 9, 1927. 
Rev. C. Y. Cheng, D. D., 
Shanghai. 
My dear Dr. Cheng: 


I am leaving the city this morning 
for Japan and | have time only fora 
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brief note. I am very glad to have 
had a few words, now and again, with 
you while I have been here this time, 
and amid disturbed conditjons. 


I would like you to know that I 
realize to some extent the burdens 
which you and those associated with 
you in the Christian Church in China, 
are carrying at the present time. Il 
pray God give you all guidance and 
strength. 

I appreciate also, very fubly, the 
service which you and your fellow- 
workers—Chinese and foreign—have 
been rendering the whole cause of Christ 
and Christianity, in and through the 
National Christian Council. I believe 
that some important and most valuable 
things have been done through it, 
which could not otherwise have been 
done. Especially, I value at this 
critical juncture in Chinese political 
life, the wisdom which has secured 
that the Christian Church in China 
is not now so markedly exposed as 
it might have been as a supposedly 
foreign institution. I rejoice that 
Christian Chinese can be and are 
Chinese. They are able to act freely 
as Chinese citizens and espouse in 4 
Christian way the aspirations of their 
country. | 

I am well aware that the National 
Christian Council has been attacked 
during the past year or two and more 
especially of late by many, but for my 
part, | remain grateful and increas- 
ingly grateful for the contribution to 
the great cause of God which you and 
your associates have made. 


Very faithfully yours, 
James Endicott. 
The United Church of Canada 


THE ART OF LIVING INTER- 
NATIONALLY 


The Committee on Christianizing 
International Relations devoted a session 
to a discussion of the present situation 
during which the view was expressed that 
the cultivation of the Christian spirit is the 
greatest contribution that the Christian 
can make at a time like this. <A discus- 
sion took place as to what is involved in 
the Christian spirit and how it may be 
maintained when so much in the very 


atmosphere we breathe militates against 
it. At the request of the Committee the 
following article was prepared by one of 
its members and is published now in the 
hope that it may help the readers of the 
Bulletin to face this question and to make 
a Full contribwion in these difficult 
ys. 


In times of international strain to 
achieve the right temper and spirit is 
the most difficult and the most neces- 
sary thing in the world. If men have 
it, they will still need all the wisdom 
and brains they possess to work out 
adjustments in church and state. But 
without it no amount of cleverness is 
going to put us in love with one an- 
other again. Accordingly it seems 
worth while to try to express, as far 
as possible in the language of ordinary 
life, some of the things by which 
Christians try to live, refusing to 
minimize the standard Christ has set 
for us and challenging ourselves once 
more, together with any who may 
read what is here written. It is desir- 
able that we apply the searching test 
to our own life before thinking how 
good it would be for our neighbor. 


1. To be a Christian means to love 
truth, to sacrifice it to no interests of 


creed, party or business, to have an 


open mind that faces facts and to live 
on knowledge, thought and disciplined 
emotional sentiment rather than on 
preconceptions, catchwords and senti- 
mentality. Educated men of trained 
mind have a special responsibility, as 
had those who received ten talents. 
But all Christians can hate lies and 
cant and humbug as Christ hated 
them. In these days the truth is 
obscure or actually perverted. The 
newspapers are certainly not infalli- 
ble. Nor are rumor and hearsay. It 
is better to suspend judgment until we 
are as sure as we can make ourselves 
and refuse to repeat rumor as fact. 
Lazy human minds love to use catch- 
words as labels, to hang them round 
men’s necks and to think that they 
have then explained and understood. 
Christ would never deal in types 
He dealt with individuals as men. 
It follows that to fling about 
such phrases as Red Boxerism, Im- 
perialism, Bolshevik and Capitalist 
is not a short cut that Christians 
can take. Most of us who use such 
labels have hardly thought out 
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what they mean, and even when we 
have “‘rectified our terminology’’ (as 
Confucius urged us to do), it is 
still better not to use phrases as a 
eubstitute for serious thinking or as 
termes of abuse. 


2. In the pursuit of truth, it is 
possible and necessary to cultivate a 
© rtuin objective detachment. In all 
our thinking and discussing oan we 
not start from two premises—firet, 
that this situation is not primarily 
of our making on either side but is 
inherited from men who lived before 
we were born; and second, that all 
such problem: of human relationships 
are Common problems, which cannot 
be solved by either side without the 
other, but only in cooperation? Some 
will even see the humor of the situa- 
tion and blame the bad old men who 
got us into this hole together. They 
have gone away to a better land and 
left us. But if we start fighting and 
trying to kick the other fellow down 
while we scramble out we show 
ourselves to be no better than they 
were. Obviously the practical thing 
to do is to be good-humored, shake 
hands and help one another out. 
True, it is not so easy when large 
nations are in the hole together. The 
crowd peychology complicates things 
and everybody talks at once. But we 
can hold to our point, create a good- 
humored group around us, and do 
what we can to influence publie 
opinion, the press, and the leaders 
of our national groups. Crowd 
psychology may be our friend as well 
as our enemy, and in the end public 
opinion does count. 


8. Humility is a virtue ennobled 
by Chr, Before He came, it meant 
lickiig the other man’s boots, which 
does neither them nor us much good. 
To be humble now means to realize 
that each of u is of vast importance 
in the eyes of God but that so is 
every other human being. Life is a 
family circle, with God (not me) in 
the center, and everyone equally 
interesting and with equal rights. 
Differences of age, education, ability 
and experience there wil! be. But it 
is nonsense to talk of superiority in 
any other sense. Responsibility is a 
much more Christian idea. Humility 
means, then, subordination of self to 
God and all members of his family. 


Further, when men meet together, 
the fellow who takes a high position 
of infallibili'y and pretends he makes 
no mistakes and talks of his generosity 
may convince himself, but other men 
smile if they are tolerant and kik 
him if they are not. Why do we 
think it is otherwise with nations? 
Let us be frank, and admit there have 
been misunders andings and mistakes 
and wrongs done. Let each exanine 
his own mind. When my friend of 
another nation cheerfally admite that 
his countrymen have sometimes been 
wrong and there are dangerous and 
evil influences at work in his nation, 
my heart warms to him and 1 fee! 
here is a reasonable, sensible, sincere 
and humble man. I respect and like 
him all the more. The chances are 
that I meet frankness with frankness. 
Mutual understanding and reepect 
prestige) is increased and not 
destroyed. In such an atmosphere 
constructive alvancee are posible. 
But if on each side with 
sdlemn heavy faces or under the 
influence of emotion and excitement 
we defend a postion that we are 
right and the other side ie wrong and 
has got to be made to admit it, 
then there ie created a ludicrous and 
impossible situation which no one 
would tolerate in ordinary life. 
Confessing other people's sins for 
them while arguing that I have none 
of my own is not a gentlemanly 
occupition. It ie unsporting and 
unchristian. 


4. “Know thyeelf,’’ to see our- 
selves as others see us,” hae been seen to 
be of first importance for moral health 
by sages, poets, and modern psychol- 

ogists. he plank in your own eye 
was the way the carpenter of Nazareth 
quaintly put it. Human beings are 
very sensitive and touchy, sometimes 
resentful, and up in arms, when any 
breath of criticiam is uttered of them- 
selves or their nation. In the pre- 
sent state of feeling it is particalar!y 
difficult, nevertheless, to ‘know our- 
cel ves“ It is necessary that we should 
hear and read what others think of us, 
on both sides. If we accept ourselves 
at our own valuation we are living in 
a fool’s unhealthy paradise. The 
other man’s valuation may not be true 
either. Ultimately the only valuation 
that matters is God’s. That is why 
times of meditation, in which we see 


— 


as God sees, are essential to the 
Christian life. But the valuation of 
others will help, especially if we 
convey it to one another in the ways 
of friendship rather than in anger and 
resentment We are apt to leave this 
matter to the politicians and news- 
papers. In personal friendship we 
tend to tell the other man what he 
would like to hear. This is a really 
dangerous form of politeness. Christ- 
ians ought to be able to get beyond 
that. If it is hard to speak frankly 
man to man, it may be easier ina 
sma)! group of friends. To hear your 
national habits and policies discuesed, 
sometimes of course unfairly, is not 
easy. Many men cannot bear it. But 
the ability to stand it comes with 
practice. If we are emug and sel- 
satixfied, with no desire for more light, 
we had better not try this experiment. 
But also we had better not try to be 
Christian. The Spirit of Christ and 
emug eelf-satiefaction cannot live 
together. 


5. Faith and Hope and Love are 
still the supreme values of life. If 
we have no faith in man, if we cannot 
trust anybody who disagrees with us, 
but attribute the worst motives to all 
their acta, if suepicion and fear are 


dominant in us, if We cannot so tha.- 


hand of God at work in men and 
movements, then indeed a miserable 
prospect is in front of us. It is much 
better to like and trust our fellow men 
and get stung occasionally than to 
eave our skins by living in perpetual 
misery. The generous get much more 
fun out of life than misers. At any 
rate, those who would follow Christ 
have no choice. They are committed 
to a kind of reckless chivalry and 
courtesy which lies beneath those 
words of St. Paul, himself a gentleman 
to the fingertips (I Cor. 13). 


Let us recognize that a life of. 
adventure (whether physica] or moral) 
biings suffering and satisfaction toge- 
ther. It ie no accident that the cross 
is the symbol of Christianity. You 
cannot undertake a life of faith and 
hope and love without being misunder- 
stood and cursed by some as a senti- 
mentalist and traitor. At some point 
or other we shall have to decide 
whether we are going through with 
this kind of life or not. Christ had 
to make that deoizion and He honors 
us by refusing anything less than our 
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very bes. He wants our loyalty, not 
our approval, our obedience, not our 
patronage. There is a sternnezs in 
Him that it is no good trying to hide. 
But there is aleo a satisfaction offered 
to those who go forward and refuse to 
turn back, found in companionship 
with Him and all men of noble and 
loyal hearte who have followed Him 
through the centuries. 


6. To live the Christian life at this 
level is obviously impossible apart 
from some moral reinforcement and 
accession of strength. Happily God 
has thought of this and provided for 
it. Im Christian prayer, the prayer 
of quiet and meditation and intimate 
converse, we have a method that is in 
line with scientific psychology and has 
been tested by centuries of human 
experience. ‘This is the meeting place 
between God and man. From these 
heights we can begin to see all life as 
God sees. Here we shall learn to do 
justice, for perfect justice demands a 
know edge of al! facts and motives and 
the qualities of imagination and 
ine ght that are to be found only in 
the love of God, but which we may 
parily share. We shall learn to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with our 
God. For when a man takes his day's 
work, t ‘ea he will meet and the 
problems of our nations, and 
meditates over them, listening for the 
thought of God in his own mind, he 
cannot find it easy to accept all the 
thoughts contained in his newspaper 
or to treat a Chinese or a foreigner 
with contempt, or to fall far short of 
that disarming courtesy and passion 
for truth and righteousness whatever 
they may oost, that constitute the way 
of God ig Christ. 


Perhaps we need to begin again in so 
far as we have practised the absence of 
God rather than His presence. Men 
talk endlessly, discuss the situation 
and hold committees, but more rarely 
find time for drinking deep at the 
eterne! springs. Whether by ourselves 
or when we meet together, our medita- 
tion, worship and intercession (it has 
been said) is too like that of a breath- 
less visitor who cannot be persuaded 
to sit down, but who talke to you hat 
in hand with one eye on the clock and 
edging towards the door. Christ's 
own example and all available experi- 
ence point us to the true way of life 
and power. R. D.R. 
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ANTI-OPIUM CAMPAIGN UNDER 
THE NATIONALIST 
GOVERNMENT 


The following report of its recent 
work from the National Anti-Opium 
Association, of which the Anti- 
Narcotic Committee of the National 
Christian Council is an active 
constituent, should be of interest to 
all who desire to know the way in 
which Christianity has contributed 
toward the present movement for 
national reconstruction. 


Start in Fukien 


The anti-opium campaign under 
the new regime can be best reviewed 
in connection with the advanoe of 
the Nationalist Movement. When 
the Nationalist Army r ached the 
province of Fukien, one of the first 
voices raised among thore seeking 
redress and reform was that cf the 
Apti-Opium As-ociation, though its 
secretary, Mr. Garfield Huang. The 
people of new Fukien in this way 
gained a new understanding of the 
opium question. A petition of eight 
demands was sent to the Provincial 
Government by the Foochow Anti- 
Opium Aseociation, and among the 
eleven demands of the people the 
recommendation for the total suppres. 
sion of opium took an important 
place. 


Along the Yangtze 


Believing that the Nationalist 
leaders would carry out Dr. Sun’s 
promise of opium suppression, the 
National Anti-Opium Association 
turned its attention to the Yangtze 
provinces as soon as the Nationalist 
Government was established at 
Wuhan. The Rev. K. T. Chung and 
Mr. Garfield Huang were sent up 
river to see that the new Government 
had not forgotten the promise of its 
founder. On their way, they visited 
Kiangsi and Anhwei, where people 
were aroused to take action similar to 
that taken in Fukien. Then these 
representatives of the National Anti- 
Opium Association proceeded to 
Hupeh; there they presented the 
following demands to the Wuhan 
Government: 


Eight Demands to the Government 


1. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment instruct the local military and 


civil authorities to begin the 
prohibition of poppy cultivation in 
areas under their control this fall. 
The local authorities are to be 
responsible fur any poppy dis- 
covered to be in existence in their 
locality hereafter. 


2. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment set a definite time limit for 
the total suppression of the illicit 
traffic and sale of opium in the 
different provinces under its control. 


3. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment instruct different provinces to 
start compulsory ameliorative aasy- 
lums in every district and to 
conduct a survey of the addicts, 
requiring them to be treated by 
shifts. Special arrangement should 
be made for controlling the sale of 
opium to the old and sick addicts 
by a system of registration so that 
amounts sold would be gradually 
decreased until stopped altogether. 


4. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment instruct all its officials both in 
military and civil service to set an 
example for the people. Any 
found smoking opium should be 
immediately discharged. 


5. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment instruct the authorities of 
different ports to guard strictly 
against the importation of foreign 
opium, morphine, heroin, cieaine 
and any other forms of nareotics. 
Any found to be engaged in this 
business should be duly dealt with, 
regardless of his nationality. 


6. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment instruct all the publishers of 
text books for middle and primary 
schoo's to include anti-opium 
educational materia). 


7. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment lodge a strong protest against 
the legalised opium monopoly 
system maintained largely for the 
Chinese residente by the French, 
Dutch, Portuguese and British 
Colonial Governments in the South 
Sea Islands. 


8. That the Nationalist Govern- 
ment appoint a special committee 
on opium suppression to carry out 
the above plan. 


Although their efforts along the 
Yangtze did not result in any definite 
action of the Government on account 
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ot the fact that as a new government 
it was involved in too mahy vital 
problems, yet they had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing the anti-opium campaign 
on the part of the people in full swing. 


Genera! Chlang's Statement 


General Chiang was reported to have 
jesued the following statement: 
“Although the suppression of 
opium under the present circum- 
stances cannot be carried to a 
satisfactory degree owing to the 
overwhelming military activitier, 
the people may rest assured that as 
- goon as the revolutionary campaign 
is over, opium suppression will be 
one of the very first problems to be 
solved.” 


Attitude of the People 


To show how the people of Hupeh 
were determined to fight against opium, 
let us quote here one of the demands 
drawn up at a mars mecting be to 
gent to the Nationalist Government: 

Being convinced that opium is 
is one of chief causes of our national 
humiliation and weakness, we 
reommesd that the Government 
should take immediate action to 
cleanse the country of opium within 
six months, and we will back up 

the Government policy with ‘a 

genera! ant opium movement.“ 


Nationalist Leaders Pledge 
Cooperation 


Soon after the deputies of the 
National Anti-Opium Aseociation 
came back tv Shanghai, however, the 
Nationalist Government was split 
through the formation of the Nanking 
Government. With the single purpose 
of fighting against opium, the Asso- 
ciation has left no path untried for 
approaching the new Government 
with a view to their adopting a 
definite anti-opium policy. One of 
Nationalist leaders, to whom the 
the Association made its appeal, is 
Mr. Nia Ung Chien, the Chief Secret- 
ary of the Nanking Government and 
a member of the Civil Committee of the 
Kiangsu province. Mr. Niu gave the 
Association many valuable suggestions 
and promised to give his personal as- 
sistance to the anti-opium movement. 


Another authority whom the Asso. 


ciation approached for a _ sincere 


expression of the Government’s will 
to suppres3 op um is Mr. Chen Chung, 


the head of the Civil Department of 
the Nationalist Army in Shanghai. 
Mr. Chen, in the reception held by 
the Association on April 28, had his 
representative make the statement 
that the Civil Department of the 
Nationalist Army here was ready to 
receive any recommendation from the 
Anti-Opium Aesociation and was 
resolved to help bring the anti-opium 
campaign to a successful finish. 


The Association is planning to make 
another effurt to raise its voice in the 
meeting of the Central Executive 
Committee at Nanking; meanwhile it 
is trying to stir up stronger public 
opinion to back up the anti-opium 
movement. A deat of ite recent 
manifesto will serve to illustrate this. 


The Association Manifesto 


“Now that a gre ter part of 
China has come under the Nation- 
alist rule, we deem it is time for us 
to reinforce the movement with new 
efforts. We strongly believe that 
the suppression of opium is closely 
related lo the success of the revolu- 
tonary movement, for the opium 
evil that sucks the people's vitality 
and impoverishes their livelihood, 
is in direct contrast to the recon- 
structive programme of the Kuo- 
mintang... 

Dr. Sun again maintained in one 
of his statements given in Canton, 
1924: ‘In my opinion, the problem 
of opium suppression is synony- 
mous with the problem of good 
government, for the traffic in opium 
cannot co-exist with a National 
Government deriving its power and 
authority from the people...... 1 
We have reason to believe that all 
faithful members of the Kuomin- 
tang, and authorities in the 
Nationalist Government will keep 
true to these momentous utterances 
of the late leader, and try their ut- 
most to extinguish the opium evil. 

“The Association, on its part, 
considers it a great privilege to 
render whatever service it can in 
this new drive against the evil. 
Herewith, besides sending our 
petition to the Central Executive 
Committee of the Kuomintang now 
held in Nanking, we beg to enlist 
the support and cooperation of all 
who are interested in this anti- 
opium movement. 
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A New Era has Begun 


It is not to be understood that the 
foregoing manifesto serves any other 
purpo-e than to arouse public 
attention to the evil of opium. Asa 
body devoted to the world-wide cause, 
the Association is not eo much 
interested in politics as some friends 
seem to think. The fact is that the 
Association has been trying in every 
possible way to awaken the Chinese 
people to the danger of the opium 
evil, which is indeed not less 
oppressive than any other power they 
wieh to overthrow. 


When the people themselves stand 
up and assume an offensive attitude 
the anti-opium campaign will be half 
fought. KI the foregoing ea 
tions then poir.t to the fact that with 
the general awakening of the Chinese 
people and the s nere aeympathy of 
the Nationalist Government, a new 
era of the national anti-opium 
movement has begun, for which, it is 
firmly believed, all friends of the 
movement will feel much encouraged 
and be the more glad to render their 
several assistance. 


The National Anti-Opium 
Association. 
May 4th, 1927. 


NATIONAL ANTI-OPIUM 
ASSOCIATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


v 


The Anti-Opium Week this 
year will be observed from the 
second to the ninth of October, 
its program being as follows: 


Oct. 2nd Publicity Day 
Oct. 8rd Family Day 

2 Oct. 4th Students Day 
Oct. 5th Laborers Day 
Oct. 6th Merchants Day 

2 Oct. 7th Farmers Day 

; Oct. 8th International Day 

¢ 


The Association expects every 

Christian to do his duty in the 
Anti-Opium Week and make it 
a great success. For materials 
for the observation of the Week, 
please apply to the National Anti- 
Opium Association, 23, Yuen 
Ming Yuen Road, Shangbai. 
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THE JERUSALEM MEETING OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL MIS- 
SIONARY COUNCIL 


It is being assumed here that the 
plans for this meeting were so far 
advanced as to make a postponement 
impracticable. China will find it very 
hard to make her full contribution to 
the discussions, but plans are being 
made. The subjects chosen open up 
many lines of thought which ought to 
be occupying us during the days as 
we try to prepare for the new era in 
the Christian movement in China. 
The main lines of preparation are: 
(1) The Christian Life and Message 
in Relation to Non-Christian Systems; 
(2) Rehigious Education: (3) The 
Relatioh between the Younger and 
Older Churches; (4) The Christian 
Mission in the Light of Race Con- 
flict, Industrial Developments and 
Rural Needs. 


Plans are being made to promote 
groups for the stady of these problems 
in various centers in China and it is 
hoped that the services of Rev. Chang 
Fang of the Union Theological Sem- 
inary of Nanking and Rev. Lacy I. 

. Moffett of Kiangyin may be available 
For work in special preparation in start- 
ing groups in various centers and in 
connection with the preparation con- 
ference which should be held prior to 
the departure of the delegates. It is 
hoped quite soon to announce the list 
of delegates chosen to represent the 
churches in China after a consultation 
with many individuals and groups and 
much careful study of the possibili- 
ties. 


Undoubtedly there are many mis- 

gionaries and others in China who are 

skeptical about the holding of such a 

meeting. It seems a very grave under- 
5 taking to remove such a body of men 
3 for so long a time from their fields of 
, work. There is a tendency at such 
discussions to be too theoretical and to 
rest content with “Findings’’ on paper. 
We are assured, however, that the 
subjects set for this meeting and the 
way in which they are being studied 
to a large extent obviate these dangers. 
The fact that an international mis- 
ionary organization exists and that it 
has already functioned so usefully in 
regard to a number of pressing quss- 
tions, should go a long way to set at 


rest the minds of those who fear that 
all will end in eloquence and resolu- 
tions. It will rest with Messrs. 
Oldham, Warnshuis, and Paton to see 
that the fruits of much thought and 
time by such a group as will meet at 
Jerusalem are gathered! and used for 
the strengthening and enriching of 
Christian effort the world over. We 
believe they will not fail us. 


Meanwhile with this assurance the 
time is in some ways very fitting fora 
study of the questions in China. Many 
missionaries are concentrated in a 
relatively small number of places; we 
are all being compelled to think 
freshly and more desply about our 
task. There is some leisure from usual 
ocoupat ons. The great drawback is 
that this concentration and unwonted 
leisure are found not among Chinese 
Christians but among missionaries. 
There may be a danger of a wrong 
start and a wrong emphasis in all this 
study. The best thought of Chinese 
Christians must, at all costa, be called 
forth. One finds a real keennes 
among some of the best of these, but 
too few know anything about the 
meeting and many who know a little 
have not found time to think into its 
possibilities enough to be gripped by 
them. Can some of the readers of 
this paragraph not help in this 
matter? 


Any suggestions, comments on the 
subjects, plans for group discussions, 
etic. should be sent to the General 
Secretary of the National Christian 
Council who will be very pleased to 
receive them. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


The Five Year Review 


Ona account of the lack of accurate 
knowledge in regard to the work of the 
Conncil which has been made manifest 
in recent correspondence in the press 
and criticisms of the Council, the 
Executive Committee decided to pub- 
lish a review of the work accomplished 
during the last five years. This review 
deals briefly with the constitution and 
functions of the Council and sets forth 
in a concise form the main activities 
of the Council during the period. A 


section of the review deals specifically 


with some of the chief criticisms 
which have been made of the Council 
and its work. While the review is 
not t» be looked upon primarily asa 
defense of the Council it is hoped that 
the materia! contained in the review 
will enable those who really want to 
know what the Council is doing to 
get the facts in a handy form. The 
review will therefore enable persons 
who are themselves doubtful about 
the Connoil’s activities or who have 
heard criticisms which they are unable 
to meet to make first hand reference 
to the material under discussion. 


Efforts will be made to ciroulate the 


review widely, but readers of the 
Bulletin are especially asked to write 
for copies which will be sent gratis 
to any who are interested, either for 
their own use or for handing on to 
others. 


Addresses to Missionaries 


During the spring a specia! commit- 
tee arranged for addresses to mission- 
aries in regard to some aspects of the 
present situation. Two of these were 
given by secretaries of the Council, 
Dr. C. Y. Cheng and Dr. H. T. 
Hodgkin, and are being issued in 
pamphlet form by the Council. It is 
hoped that they may be widely used 
and prove to be of some service at the 
present time. There has been already 
quite a demand for their publication 
from those who heard the original 
addresses given. The particulars 
about them are as follows: Some 
Problems Confronting the Christian 
Movement in China as Seen by a 
Chinese Christian,” by C. Y. Cheng, 
D. D., price five cents a copy. The 
Prophet and the 2 of God”, by 
Henry T. Hodgkin, M. D., price five 
cents a copy. 


Regeneration of the Spiritual Life 
of the Church 


A pamphlet with this title by Mr. 
Z. K. Zia has now been published by 
the Christian Literature Society. It 
contains suggestions in regard to the 
cultivation of the spiritual life and a 
selected bibliography of books which 
may be useful in connection with the 
study of the Bible, worship, private 
prayer, etc. A good deal of time and 
thought has gone into the preparation 


of this material and it is greatly 
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hoped that it may be available for 
Chinese workers at the present time. 
The pamphlet is attractively produced 
and it can be procured at the rate of 
thirty cents for ten copies. Readers 
of the Bulletin are urged to secure 
copies to study it for themselves 
and to send it out to the pastors, 
evangelists, Bible women, teachers 
and others who may be at this 
time especially in need of help along 
devotional lines. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


The Piace of Women in the Church 
on the Mission Field 


Thie very interesting booklet has 
recently been published by the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council. It is the 
result of an inquiry made at the 
request of missionary leaders in many 
countries regarding the relation of 
women to the churches on the mission 
field. The report on the work done 
by the various groups who were 
working on thie inquiry has been 
prepared by Mies Gibeon, Assistant 
Secretary of the International Miesion- 
ary Counc)i, and was presented to the 
meeting of the Council held at Ratvik, 
Sweden in July 1926. This meeting 
considered the subject so important 
that they desired to make the material 
collected available to all those who 
take an interest in the work being 
done among women throughout the 
world, and the report has been printed 
and circulated. 


The booklet is divided into sections. 
There is one section devoted to the 
statement of the North American 
group, another to the statement of 
the British group. There is an 
interesting statement by the German 
group, and another by the Missionary 
Societies of Scandinavia and other 
European countries, together with 
Various appendices. The present 
status of women in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America is set forth at the 
beginning of the North American 
statement, while the general changes 
in the social and political life of 
women are outlined in the British 
report. Other questions discussed are: 
Christian Education, Equality of 
Education for Boys and Girls, Cere- 


monies and Customs, the Effect of 
Devolution, Co-ordination of Work of 
Men and Women, Scope for Highly 
Educated Women in the Church, and 
many others of equal interest. 


In a booklet of this size one cannot 
expect an exhaustive treatment of 
thie very important subiect; but the 
material included in this is intensely 
interesting and should immensely 
hearten those whore main field of 
work has been among women and 
girls. What has already been accom- 
plished for the uplift of womanhbhood 
is here only outlined, but it is 
thrilling to know of the progress 
made. Much still remains to be done 
and the survey with its accounts of 
questions stressed, meth« ds used, and 
resul's obtained, in varying countries 
may be met soggestive and useful to 
those whose chief desire ie to see the 
women of China fitted to take their 
true places in the life of the nation. 

The National Christian Council has 
written for a numler of these booklets 
and will be glad to supply them to 
those desirous of having e pies, while 
they last. They can aleo be obtained 
from the International Missionary 
Council, 2 Eaton Gate, London, or 
419 Fourth Ave., New York. 


K. J. H. 


National Christian Council 
of India 


We always look out for reports and 
papers from our Indian rister. Their 
problems are not the same as ours but 
their actions frequently prove sugges- 
tive. The report of their meeting last 
November is just to hand. We note 
that the discussions covered such 
subjects as Inter- communal Rivalry, 
Religious Education, Rural Education, 
transfer of responsibilitv, Industrial 
Conditions, public questions, (includ- 
ing opium, gambl ng, cinemas, mar- 
riage customs, etc.) medica! missions. 
In regard to educational and medical 
matters we here have efficient orvaniza- 
tions outside the National Christian 
Counc ! though in fellowship with it, 
for their more thorough treatment. 
Inter- communal problems raise issues 
almost as acute as the treaty questions 
here. We are glad to see that our 
Indian friends do not fear to face 
boldly their Christian duty in relaticn 
to them. We may be mistaken, but 


we gain the impre sion of work carried 
on with fewer causes of strain than 
here. The business of the Indian 
National Christian Council can be 
transacted in one language; its organ- 
ization rests on regional groups which 
are relatively easy to bring together 
with adequate transport facilities; the 
cond tions of the country are settled; 
there s no evidence of any problem 
in the field of theolozica! controversy. 
No doubt our friends in India have 
their own difficulties. We congratu- 
late them on evidences of constructive 
thinking and the accomplishment of 
a number of definite pieces of useful 
work. That on rural educstion is of 
particular interest to us here. When 
our conditions permit we hope some- 
one who has done good work in this 
field in India will visit us and give of 
his experience for China. 


National Christian Council of Japan 


The following report of the activities 
of our sister organization, the Nationa 
Chrietian Council of Japan in reference 
to the Religions Bill which seemed, in 
some ways, to threaten religious liberty 
is of particular interest to us now: 


The Council's special committee 
on the Religions Bill deserves high 
credit for the effective service which 
it has rendered. In a serics of sittings 
it made an intensive study of the Bill. 
Through a ringing protest it threw 
the spot light of publicity upon those 
features of the Bill which threatened 
to hamper the freedom and future 
growth of the Christian Movement. 


Its attitude, however, was not 
negative. In addition to its protest, 
it drew up a suggestive program of 
revisions and elminations that would 
enable the government to achieve the 
purpose which it had in view in 
proposing this legislation and also 
conserve the interests of the Christian 
Church. 


“Its campaign of agitation and 
education kept the issue before the 
press and the people and helped them 
to think matters through. Its work 
with the authorities and the legislators 
compelled them to face the situation 
from the Christian point of view. 


„It would not be fair to say that the 


Committes’s activities alone shelved — 


the Bill. Other organizations did 
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effective work. However, the protest, 
attitude and activity of the Council 
and its Comm ttee without doubt was 
a deciding factor in the final out- 
come. 


“The opposition forces won out. 
The Religions Bill. has been pigeon- 
holed. The activity against it on the 
part of a large section of the Christian 
community grew in intensity with 
each parsing week. Not for many a 
year has there been staged so revealing 
a demonstration of the solidarity and 
vitality of the native Christian Move- 
ment. 


In the campaign against the Bill, 
the indigenous Church stood absolute- 
ly on its own feet and fought ite own 
fight. Ite leaders, without any sug- 
gestion, abetment or help from the 
missionaries, seized upon the danger 
points in the Bill, forced the Govern- 
ment and the people to face them, 
picked their allies among the legiela- 
tors andentirely on their own initiat ve 
and resources planned the attack and 
pushed it through to a succes-ful 
conclusion. 


“The campaign aleo brought to 
light an enoouragingly large number 
Launch friends of Christianity, 
among the press, in political circles 
and among the people at large. The 
exper ence has shown anew the sweep 
and strength of the influence of the 
Christian movement in this land. 


“There are indications that the 
Government will re-submit this Bill 
at the next session of Parliament. 
In the face of what has happened, 
however, it will be strange indeed if it 
does not contain many of the revisions 
urged by the Council and by well- 
wishers of the Christian movement, 
when it makes its next appearance. 


Cablegram to America | 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng, the General 
Secretary, after the Nanking trouble, 
sent to friends in America the follow- 
ing cablegram which our readers will 
no doubt be glad to see: 


Jam convinced that Chinese 
Christians greatly regret the unex- 
pected anti- foreign outbreaks in 
Nanking and other cities which are 
directly opposed to the best aspirations 
of the Chinese people. The Christian 
attitude shown by the missionaries is 


above praise. We earnestly request 
our Christian friends in America to 
continue their trust in the Chinese 
people and to pray for us in this time 
of national reconstruction.’’ 


Church and Mission 


The problem of the relation of 
church and mission is one about 
which the Chinese Churches and 
missionary leaders are much concerned 
at the present time. In order to help 
to clear understanding of what is 
actually involved, the standing com- 
mittee on Church and Mission secured 


-a month or two ago the help of Mr. 


Havermale of the Methodist Episcopal! 
Mission at Tzechow in Szechwan who 
has been collecting and arranging the 
material which eas on thie question, 
showing more particularly what has 
actually been accomplished in the 
various ecc'esiastioal groups in China 
and what proposals are now under 
consideration. Great pains are being 
taken to make this material as 
inclusive and up-to-date as possible, 
and it ie hoped that within a month 
or six weeks it may be possible, to 
publish a pamphlet giving a good deal 
of the material at firsthand, and 
containing an interpretative introduc- 
tion. 


With this material in hand it will 
be much easier to discuss the whole 
subject and it is to be hoped that some 
of the rather vague generalizations 
which have done duty for the concrete 
facing of the problem may yield to 
more intelligent and purposeful dis- 
cussion of the outstanding issues. A 
preliminary study of the material 
shows to what a large extent mest of 
the mies ons in China have responded 
to the needs of the present situation 
in taking steps which will lead to 
the full autonomy of the Chinese 


Churches. 
Contents of the Chinese Bulletins 
Number 71: 

Editorial: We Would See Jesus“ 


Dr. C. V. Cheng. 

The Enlarged Meetings of the Com- 
mittee on Church and Mission, Feb- 
ruary 28 and March 1. . 

Mr. Lee Wei Sing’s Resignation. 
(Mr. Le resigned as Director of the 
Bureau of Education of Kweilin in 


order to eafeguard his own religious 
liberty.) 


Messages from Abroad, including a 
letter from the Federal Council of 
Churches of North America, a re- 
solution from the Lutheran Mission 
Board, a resolution from the Con- 
ference of Ohio Ministers, a message 
from the World’s Evangelical Alliance, 
and a letter from Foard secretaries 
visiting in China. 


Movements in the Chinese Chur- 
ches, with accounts of the handing 
over to the Church of Christ, Kwang- 
tung, of the evangelistic, educational 
and medical work of the Presbyterian 
Mission of New Zealand; the formation 
of Chinese Churches in the Ouhai 
Tao, Chekiang and Yaeo-sung of K wei- 
chow; the proposed plan of reorganiza- 
tion of the Anking Diocese, by Lindel 
Teen and Hunter Yen; and the message 
of the Board of Directors of the 
Presbyterian Church, Kiangyin. 


Number 72: 


Dr. Cheng s Message to the Chinese 
Church. 


The Meeting of the Committee on 
Church and Mission, March 15. 


The Jerusalem Conference. 

Message from the F. 0. R. in 
England. 

Message of the Chinese Home Mis- 
sionary Society. 


The Conference on Religious Educa- 
tion and Mass Education at Shantang 
Christian University, March 5. 


Circular lettir from Bishop Roots of 
the Hankow Diocese in regard to 
Christian work under the Wuhan 
Government. 


Circular letter from the Rer. T. C. 
Bau, Secretary of the Synod of the 
Northern Baptist Church, regarding 
the carrying on of the work of Chris- 
tian Churches under the Nationalist 
Government. 


MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


Since the last issue of the Bulletin 
the General Secre ay has been in 
Shanghai. He intended to proceed 
up river to attend the annual meeting 
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of the Liang-Hu Synod of the Church 
of Christ, in China. Unfortunately 


he was laid up for a few days about 


the time when he would otherwise 
have been going up to Central China 
aud the visit was unavoidably 
postponed. 


Two other secretaries, however, 
have visited Central China. Mr. 
Lobenstine paid a hurried visit during 
the last half of March, spending 
about a week in Hankow. His 
object was to study the church and 
mission situation and he had op- 
portunities of meeting most of the 
Christian leaders but did not have 
time or opportunity to discuss the 
effect of the situation upon the 
Christian Church with any of the 
political leaders. Mr. Lobenstine 
returned to Shanghai just as the 
refugees from Nanking were coming 
down river and had opportunities of 
getting firsthand knowledge of the 
situation in Nanking from some of 
them. Upon the twenty-third of April 
he left for several months absence 
in America, the visit being neces- 
sitated by family reasons. It is hoped 
that Mr. Lobenstine will have some 
opportunities during hie very short 
visit in America of meeting missionary 
leaders. 


Re. XK. T. Chung visited Wuhu, 
Nanchavg, Kiukiang, Anking, Han- 
kow and Wuchaug during March and 
the firet part of April. His work was 
to convey a message of greeting from 
the Council to the Chinese churches 
in the cities where the work is la ge- 
ly affected by the advance of the 
Nationalist forces. He also studied 
the new situation created, the 
problems, as well as the indications 
for their solution. He aleo tried to 
present to the Christians in these 
places how the Council could be of 
greater service to them at this par- 
ticular time through their cooperation 
and backing. 


The type of work he was able to do 
was through personal conversations, 
holding small group retreats and 
united Christian gatherings. He was 
asked also to participate in the re- 
organization conference of the Anking 
Diocese of the Chung Hwa Sheng 
Kung Hui. 


He found that in spite of the 
difficult situation the Chinese Chris- 
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tians were trying their level best to 
show a Christian attitude towards 
the Nationalist Movement while not 
minimizing the danger of the Com- 
munist element which is decidedly 
antichrstian. Ihe Chinese congrega- 
tions are adapting themselves to the 
new life in a process of choice, of 
absorption and elimination. The 
various congregations are keeping 
closer together, feeling a keen need 
of Christian fellowship as the source 
of power for the realization of Christ's 
way of life which is thus finding 
expression among the community. 


After having travelled through 
these various places, Mr. Chung felt 
that there was a distinct place for 
the Council in the help and advice 
which could be given to the different 
churches. The following lines were 
expressed as the kind of service the 
N. C. C. could render to these 
churches: 


1. A more direct visitation to the 
local centres. 


2. To help breathe a Christian 
message for the time. 


3. Programme of religious educa- 
tion for farmers, labourers, merchants, 
soldiers, students, women and 
children. 


4. To help in the working out of a 
new basis of cooperation between the 
missions and churches. 


5. To safeguard the right of re- 
ligious liberty under the Nationalist 
Government. 


Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin visited South 
China during March. The object of 
the visit was to get into personal 
touch with the work carried on, 
especially by British missionary 
societies and to study the situation 
from the point of view of the effect 
of political changes upon the life and 
work of the Church. The places 
visited were Canton, Hong Kong, 
Swatow and a few hours in Amoy. 
The visit was cut short by a telegram 
from Shanghai, which, during the 
period of Dr. Hodgkin’s absence, had 
come under the Southern Government. 
Instead of paying a longer visit to 
Amoy and visiting Foochow, Dr. 
immediately to 
Shanghai. During the visit there 


were opportunities for quite a few 
addresses to schools and Christian 
groups, but practically no public 
work was attempted, most of the 
time being given to interviews with 
individuals and groups. 


Miss Haass returned from Hong 
Kong and, after a little further period 
in the hospital in Shanghai, has now 
resumed her work in the office. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


Prayer for China is being offered in 
all parts of the world as perhaps 
never before. Recent news of a day 
of prayer observed in the churches of 
America was followed by news of « 
similar day arranged in England by 
the World Evangelical Alliance. Such 
special gatherings are a symptom of 
the widespread sense that human 
wiedom and resources are overtaxed 
in these days in China and that we 
all more than ever need, or more than 
ever are Conscious of our need 9 
divine help. Linking our prayers 
with those in other lands we may feel 
ourselves bound in a very wide fellow- 
ship. We take special notes from the 
themes suggested for the day of prayer 
in London as follows: — 


Let us Give Thanks 


For the entrance into China of the 
Gospel with its liberating and trans- 
forming power. 


For the memory of Divine guidance 
given in other hours of storm and 
confusion, and for the faith that 
such guidance is not withdrawn from 
us. 


For the coming into existence of the 
Chinese Church, and especially for 
the Shanghai Conference of 1922, in 
which that Church became conecious 
of its own distinctive calling. 


For the fellowship of the National 
Christian Council of China, and the 
enthusiasm which through it has been 
kindled in the Chinese Christian 
Church. 


For the faith and loyalty of Chinese 


Christians in recent months, 
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Let us Offer our Prayers and That a just and enduring covenant 
of goodwill may be made between 


China and the Western powers. 


That those who deal with interna- That the bonds of friendship and 
tional problems may be guided and co-operation between Chinese and 
controlled by the Divine Spirit. Western Christians may stand the 


That there may be peace in China, strain of these times. 
both in ite own inner life, and in ite That in the absence of the mission- 
relations with other peoples. aries there may be given to the 


Intercessions 
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2 "Recall the 21 years, give me back all 
its experiences give me it« ship-wrecks, 
give me ite standings in the face 
of death, give it me surrounde! with 
ea vaces With epearsand clube, give it me 
back again with epears flying about me, 
with the club knocking me to the ground 
—give it me back, and I will still be 
your missionary!’’—James Chalmers. 


Chinese Church wise and courageous 
leadership. 

That the Church of Christ in the 
lands from which missionaries have 
been sent to China may not yield to 
despair or panic. 

That without ceasing all members 
of the Christian Church may bring 
China and its needs and hopes into 
the light of the Eternal Purpose. 
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NEW PAMPHLETS 


Some Problems Confronting the | 
Christian Movement in China as 
Seen by a Chinese Christian 


‘An Address by 
Rev. C. V. Cuena, D. D. 
16 pp. ö cents per Copy, post paid. 16 pp. 5 cents per Copy, post paid. 


The Prophet and the Purpose : 
| of God 


An Address by 
Dr. Henry T. Hopaxm, 


The National Christian Council 


A Five Years Review 


A constructive statement of the 
Counceil’s work, 1922-1927. 


42 pp. Free, on request. 
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